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EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Attorney General
of the State of California
FRANK H. PACOE
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
REBECCA M. HEINSTEIN, State Bar No. 173202
Deputy Attorney General
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 703-5604
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: CaseNo. 2. 009~ 338
TARA MARIE HALSTEAD
P.O. Box 2392 ACCUSATION
Dublin, California 94568 '

California Registered Nurse License No. 614743
Florida Registered Nurse License No. 3307822
Georgia Registered Nurse License No. 143887
Virginia Registered Nurse License No. 1178658

Respondent.

Ruth Ann Terry, M.P.H., R.N. (“Complainant”) alleges:
| PARTIES

1. Complainant brings this Accusation solely in her official capacity as the
Executive Officer of the‘Board of Registered‘Nursing (“Board”), Department of Consumer
Affairs.

2. On or about March 3, 2003, the Board issued Registered Nurse License
Number 614743 to Tara Marie Halstead (“Respondent”). The license expired on May 31, 2006,
and has not been renewed.
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STATUTORY PROVISIONS
3. Business and Professions Code (“Code”) section 2750 provides,. in
pertinent part, that the Board may discipline any licensee, including a licensee holding a
temporary or an inactive license, for any reason provided in Article 3 (commencing with section
2750) of the Nursing Practice Act.

4. Code section 2764 provides, in pertinent part, that the ekpiratidn ofa
license shall not deprive the Board of jurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding
against the licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license.

5. Code section 2811(b) provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may renew
an expired license at any time within eight years after the expiration.' |

-6. Code section 2761(a) states, in pertinent part, that the board may také
disciplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an application for unprofessional
conduct. ‘

7. Code section 2762 states, in pertinent part:

“In addition to other acts constituting unprofessional conduct within the meaning
of this chapter [the Nursing Practice Act], it is unprofessional conduct for a person licensed
under this chapter to do the following:

' (a) Obtain or possess in violation of law, or preséribe, or except as directed by a
licensed physician and surgeon, dentist, or podiatrist administer to himself or herself, or furnish

or administer to another, any controlled substance as defined in Division 10 (commencing with

Section 11000) of the Health and Safety Code or any dangerous drug or dangerous device as

defined in Section 4022.

(e) Falsify or make grossly incorrect, grossly inconsistent, or unintelligible entries
in any hospital, patient, or other record pertaining to the substances described in subdivision (a)

of this section.”
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8. | Section 4060 of the Code states, in pertinent part, that no person shall
possess any controlled substance, exceﬁt that furnished to a person upon the preséription ofa
physician, dentist, podiatrist, or veterinarian, or furnished pursuant to a drug order issued by a
certified nurse-midwife pursuant to Section 2746.51, a nurse pracf_itioner pursuant to Section
2836.1, or a physician assistant pursuant to Section 3502.1. | 4

9. Sectidn 11173(a) of the Health and Safety Code states that "[n]o person
shall obtain or attempt to obtain controlled substances, or procure or attempt to procure the
administration of or prescription for controlled substances, (1) by fraud, deceit,

misrepresentation, or subterfuge; or (2) by the concealment of a material fact."

10.  Code section 125.3 provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request

the administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found t6 have committed a violation or
violations of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation

and enforcement of the case.
DRUGS
11.  "Morphine" is a Scheduie 1I controlled substance as designated by Health
and Safety Code section 11055(b)(1)(M).

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

"+ (Obtaining, Possessing, and Self Administering a Controlled Substance)
12. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2671(a) of the
Code on the grounds of unprofessiohal conduct, as defined by section 2762(a) of the Code, in
that between the approximate period of October 21, 2004 and October 25, 2004, while employed
by HRN Service Inc., a nurse registry, and on duty as a registered nurse at San Leandro Hospital,
San Leandro, California, Respondent did the following:

- a. Respondent obtained Morphine, a controlled substance, by fraud, deceit,
misrepresentation, subterfuge, or by concealment of a material fact in violation of section
11173(a) of the Health and Safety Code, bj' taking the controlled substance from hospital
supplies for her own use.

111/




AW

O W N &

10
11

12

13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27
28

b. Respondent possessed Morphine, a controlled substance, in violation of
section 4060 of the Code, in that Respondent did not have a prescription for Morphine.
c. Respondent self-administered unknown quantities of Morphine, a

controlled substance, without lawful authority.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Falsify Patient and/or Hospital Records)

13.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2761(a) of the
Code on the grounds of unprofessional conduct, as defined by section 2762(e) of the Code, in
that between the approximate period of October 21, 2004 and October 25, 2004, ‘while employed
by HRN Service Inc., a nurse registry, and on duty as a registered nurse at San Leandro Hospital,
San Leandro, California, she falsified, made grossly incorrect, grossly inconsistent, or
unintelligible entries in hospital and/or patient records in the following respects:

Patient 942:

a. On or about Octol_)er 22,2004, at 1324 hours, Respondent signed out
20 mg. of Morphine and charted the gdnﬁnistration of 10 mg. of the Morphine, but failed to
account for the disposition of the remaining 10 mg. of Morphine in any hospital or patient record.

- b. On or about October 22, 2004, at 1657 hours, Respondent signed out 20

mg. of Morphine, but failed to account for the disposition of the Morphine in any hospital or
patient record.

Patient 303:

c. On or about October 21, 2004, at 0757 hours, Respondeﬁt signed out
10 mg. of Morphine, but failed to account for the disposition of the Morphine in any hospital or
patient record.

- Patient 023:

d. On or about October 21, 2004, at 1436 hours, Respondent signed out
20 mg. of Morphine without a physician’s order and failed to account for the disposition of the
Morphine in any hospital or patient record. In addition, the patient was transferred out of

Respondent’s care at 1126 hours, approximately three hours and ten minutes prior to the signing
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out of the Morphine.

Patient 354: _

€. On or about October 21, 2004, at 1136 hours, Respondent signed ;ut
20 mé. of Morphine, but failed to account for the disposition of the Morphine in any hospital or
patient record. In addition, Respondent was not assigned to care for this patient.

Patient 244: |

f. On or about October 22,2004, at 0823 hours, Respondent signed out
20 mg. of Morphine without a physician’s order, and failed to account for the disposition of the
Morphine in any hospital .or patient record.

g On or about October 22, 2004, at iOl 8 hours, Respondent signed out
20 mg. of Morphine without a physician’s order, and failed to account for the disposition of the
Morphine in any hospital or patient record.

Patient 818:

h. On or about October 25, 2004, at 0701 hours, Respondent signed out
20 mg. of Morphine‘, but failed to account for thé disposition of the Morphine in any hospital or
patient brccor'd.

PRAYER
 WHEREFORE, Complainant requqéts that a hearing be held on the matters

herein alleged, and that following the hearing, the Board of Registered Nursing issue a decision:

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 614743, issued
to Tara Marie Halstead; . ’ ‘

2. Ordering Tara Marie Halstead to pay the Board of Registered Nﬁrsing the
reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and

Professions Code section 125.3; ahd,
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3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: (p/‘f/ﬁo’ ‘ '
ﬂUTH ANN TERRY, MP H.. RN, 75)@ ’

Executive Officer

Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant




